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         November 21, 2021 

 

How has SMART Citizens Task Force arrived at the truck count of "as many as 600 

trucks a day" between Woods Hole and the Vineyard? 

For the last five years SMART members have requested from the Steamship 

Authority at the beginning of each calendar year a long report titled “Occupied 

Capacity Report” from the previous year.  

 

What does the "Occupied Capacity Report" contain? 

The report gives the exact number of vehicles and/or trucks that are transported 

by the Steamship Authority for each calendar day between Cape ports and the 

islands.  

Here is a link to the full report for 2019 (posted on the SMART website): 

https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-occupied-

capacity-reports.pdf 

 

The Report consists of a per-calendar-day report of 10 different counts of trucks, 

including six different categories of trucks, three columns for U.S. mail trucks 

(there are very few trucks here), and a total count of trucks. 

Here, as an example, is an excerpt of the Occupied Capacity pages in the Report 

for May 30, 2019: 

Pages (2 pages) from Occupied Capacity Report for May 30, 2019 

 

https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-occupied-capacity-reports.pdf
https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-occupied-capacity-reports.pdf
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Source: https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-

occupied-capacity-reports.pdf 

 

The “Total Trucks” column 

The “Occupied Capacity Report” contains a separate column titled "Total Trucks."  

How do we arrive at the number of trucks carried between only Woods Hole and 

the Vineyard?  

Our math is simple. We look at the total number of trucks carried to and from the 

Vineyard and to and from Nantucket according to the Occupied Capacity Report, 

and subtract from the “Total Trucks” the total number to and from Nantucket. 
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The remainder is the total number of trucks per day to and from the Vineyard 

from Woods Hole. 

 

How many trucks does the “Occupied Capacity Report” indicate on the SSA boats 

on the Woods Hole and Vineyard route? 

We examine the last line of the “Occupied Capacity Report” for the day of May 

30, 2019: 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-

occupied-capacity-reports.pdf 

 

We see there is a count of 843 “Total Trucks” carried on both the Vineyard and 

Nantucket routes on May 30, 2019. 

We subtract the total Nantucket truck count of 221 trucks. 

We conclude there are 622 SSA-identified trucks on the Woods Hole – Vineyard 

route carried on that day. 

A SMART conclusion: There are as many as 600 trucks on some days on the 

Vineyard route.  

 

 

https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-occupied-capacity-reports.pdf
https://smartmassachusetts.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2019-occupied-capacity-reports.pdf
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But the SSA has said that some of its reported trucks are in fact vans and SUVs? 

SSA staff pointed out at the September 29, 2021 meeting of the SSA Noise and 

Traffic Working Group that some SSA reported trucks are in fact vans and SUVs. 

A recording of that meeting and conversation about truck definitions is posted 

here (begins at time stamp approx. 23 min. of recording): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiNqHZr6n2A 

Here is a statement from SSA staff made during that meeting: "Our category for 1-

space trucks does include vans and pickup trucks." SSA staff asked that in future 

the Falmouth representatives to the Working Group "make a disclaimer that it 

[the total truck number] does include pickup trucks." 

But how many vans and pickup trucks are included in the 1-space column (“SP-1” 

column) in the Occupied Capacity Report?  

SMART has no idea.  

Are the vans mentioned commercial vans (such as an electrician or plumbers use) 

or do they include passenger mini-vans? SMART has no idea.  

Are there a lot of vans on the WH - Vineyard route? Our sense is that there are 

likely not that many vans on the route. 

By the SSA's own definition, the SSA’s annual total truck count includes vehicles 

that the SSA has classified as a truck.  

SMART does not agree that pickup trucks should be excluded from “total truck” 

counts for as long as the Steamship Authority includes pickup trucks in its own 

truck count. 

SMART believes it is consistent and fair to count both vans and pickup trucks in 

the “truck” until the SSA updates its own summary truck counts on its website 

above. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiNqHZr6n2A
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Why does SMART say "as many as (n = number) trucks" rather than cite an 

average daily truck count? 

SMART emphasizes that the qualifier “as many as (n = number) trucks a day” is far 

different from a count of “an average of (n = number) trucks a day.” 

Weekdays are when the vast majority of trucks travel. It is also those weekdays 

when the trucks cause the most problem with waking up Falmouth residents in 

the early morning, with noise pollution from the loudest trucks traveling through 

Falmouth neighborhoods during the day. Those trucks (for five months of the 

year) travel from 5:00AM to 10:20-10:25PM on weekdays through our 

neighborhoods, that is for almost 17 and a half hours a day. 

 

What is misleading about reporting an average of trucks per day? 

An average count of trucks a day is significantly lower than a count of “as many as 

(n = number) trucks a day.” 

Impacted neighbors do not see or hear or experience averages. Those neighbors 

experience noise and air pollution on specific days from specific trucks. It is those 

specific days that are the source of the problem for Falmouth residents. The 

largest impacts of the SSA-carried trucks come on weekdays.  

By reporting an average of trucks per day and including lower numbers of trucks 

on weekend days and holidays, the Steamship Authority diminishes the reported 

impact of truck numbers we experience in our neighborhoods. 

SMART finds any discussions of truck counts on average per day to be largely non-

sensical. 

 

When will the SSA modify its own total count of trucks? 

As of November 21, 2021, the SSA website continues to show total truck data as 

shown in the table below.  
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Source: https://www-steamship-

assets.s3.amazonaws.com/versioned_downloadable_forms/path/august_2021_m

onthly_traffic_statistics.pdf 

 

SMART finds its representation of “as many as 600 trucks” per day to be fully 

consistent with the count in the “Total” column of “Trucks carried/Mainland to 

the Vineyard and Return” reported by the Steamship Authority on its website. See 

table above from the SSA official website. 

 

https://www-steamship-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/versioned_downloadable_forms/path/august_2021_monthly_traffic_statistics.pdf
https://www-steamship-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/versioned_downloadable_forms/path/august_2021_monthly_traffic_statistics.pdf
https://www-steamship-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/versioned_downloadable_forms/path/august_2021_monthly_traffic_statistics.pdf

